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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Commissioner For Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 



Prior to examination, please enter the following preliminary amendment in the 
subject application. 



IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please rewrite the paragraph beginning at page 36, line 1 as follows: 

For example, various trapezoidal tear and tensile strengths were determined for 
various samples of the body panel having a line of weakness formed therein by the 
various knife embodiments described above and as set forth in Table 1. As can be seen 
from the test results, the tear and tensile strength decreases as the perforation land area 
or width decreases. All of the webs tested were strong enough for the body panel web 
to flow through the process without breaking. In particular, webs with lines of 
weakness formed by four type of knives (embodiments 2, 3, 11 and 13) were tested, 
with 20 samples (3.0 inches wide) being tested for each knife. For comparison 
purposes, ten samples of the body panel taken across its entire length (6.37 inches (162 
mm)) were also tested using the number 3 knife embodiment. As can be seen in Tables 
2 and 3, the tear and tensile strengths increased for the larger sample. However, as 
explained above, it should be understood that the mean tensile and tear strength values 
for a body panel taken along its entire length that fall within the preferred ranges would 
also be encompassed within the scope of the invention, regardless of the sample size. 
Accordingly, where the body panel is not dimensioned to allow for a sample to be 
taken according to the procedure set forth below, the tear and tensile strength values 
can be determined for the entire length thereof and thereafter compared with the 
preferred values set forth in certain of the following claims. 
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Please rewrite the paragraph, including Tables II and III, beginning at page 37, line 
9, as follows: 



The test results are as follows: 
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Mean (gm) 
(Force N/lbf) 
Min (gm) 
Max (gm) 
Stdv 
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TABLE 3 








TENSILE STRENGTH 
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REMARKS : 

The specification has been amended to use Arabic numerals to reference Tables 2 
and 3, thereby maintaining consistency with Table 1. In addition, Tables 2 and 3 have 
been amended to properly identify the knife embodiments used to generate the data 
therein, as set forth at page 36, lines 16-21. A marked-up version of the specification 
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showing the changes thereto is provided at Appendix A attached hereto. No new matter 
has been added to the above-referenced application by way of this preliminary amendment. 
Any questions resulting from this preliminary amendment should be directed to Applicants' 
undersigned attorney at 312-321-4200. 



Dated March 25, 2002 




Andrew D. Stover 
Reg. No. 38,629 
Attorney for Applicants 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE LTD. 
Post Office Box 10395 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 
(312)321-4200 
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APPENDIX A 

The paragraph beginning at page 36, line 1 has been amended as follows: 

For example, various trapezoidal tear and tensile strengths were determined for 
various samples of the body panel having a line of weakness formed therein by the 
various knife embodiments described above and as set forth in Table 1. As can be seen 
from the test results, the tear and tensile strength decreases as the perforation land area 
or width decreases. All of the webs tested were strong enough for the body panel web 
to flow through the process without breaking. In particular, webs with lines of 
weakness formed by four type of knives (embodiments 2, 3, 11 and 13) were tested, 
with 20 samples (3.0 inches wide) being tested for each knife. For comparison 
purposes, ten samples of the body panel taken across its entire length (6.37 inches (162 
mm)) were also tested using the number 3 knife embodiment. As can be seen in Tables 
[II and III] 2 and 3 , the tear and tensile strengths increased for the larger sample. 
However, as explained above, it should be understood that the mean tensile and tear 
strength values for a body panel taken along its entire length that fall within the 
preferred ranges would also be encompassed within the scope of the invention, 
regardless of the sample size. Accordingly, where the body panel is not dimensioned 
to allow for a sample to be taken according to the procedure set forth below, the tear 
and tensile strength values can be determined for the entire length thereof and thereafter 
compared with the preferred values set forth in certain of the following claims. 
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The paragraph, including Tables II and III, beginning at page 37, line 9, has been 
amended as follows: 



The test results are as follows: 
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TABLE [III] 3 
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